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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Heaj.th  for  the 
year  1955, 


Gent  lemen , 

I beg  to  submit  a report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
conditions  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1953. 

Estimated  Population . 821. 

BIRTHS.  There  were  seventeen  births  during  the  year, eight  males  and 
nine  females , giving  a crude  Birth  Rate  of  20*7  per  1000.  The  corrected 
Birth  Rate  was  25*4.  In  1952  the  Birth  Rate  was  15*6.  per  1000  and  the 
corrected  Birth  Ra&e  was  18*6.  The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

was  15*5  per  1000  population.  There  was  one  male  still  birth.  There 

were  no  illegitimate  births. 

HEATHS . There  were  thirteen  deaths  during,  the  year.  Eight  males  and 
five  females, giving  a death  rate  of  15*8  per  1000  population.  The 
adjusted  death  rate  was  12*00  per  1000.  The  Death  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  11*4. 

AGES  OE  DEATH . Males . Females . 


44 

87 

62 

51 

79 

50 

85 

52 

76 

68 

63 

63 

CAUSES  OE  DEATH : There  were  four  death  from  vascular  lesions  of  the 

nervous  system.  Three  from  heart  disease  and  three  from  malignant 

disease . 

DOT I El ABIE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Whooping  Cough  6 

Pneumonia  1 

Measles.  1 

TUBERCULOSIS  : No  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year, 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  : This  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council 

at  the  School  Clinics  and  also  by  the  practitioners  in  this  area.  One 
hundred  per  cent  of  the  children  are  immunised  in  the  first  year. 

CLINICS . No  Clinics  are  held  in  the  Borough.  Orthopaedic  rand 
Tuberculosis  Clinics  are  held  regularly  at  Newtown  and  Welshpool. 
Consultants  frcm  Shrewsbury  and  Wrexham  attend  at  the  Welshpool  and 
Newtown  Hospitals  for  all  other  Clinics. 

AM BULAN CE  SERVI CE  : The  Ambulance  and  Sitting  Car  Service  is  a 

Voluntary  Service  and  is  absolutely  first  class.  I would  like  to 
point  out  that  this  service  is  only  for  those  people  who  are  unable 
to  travel  by  public  transport, 

WATER.  As  usual, during  the  summer  of  1953, the  yield  of  water  frcm 

the  springs  was  negligible, and  almost  all  water  required  for  the  Town 
had  to  be  pumped  frcm  the  Boreholes  at  Rhiewgoch.  After  many  years  of 
pumping  frcm  these  Boreholes, no  shortage  had  been  experienced, but  in- 
October  1953, the  rate  of  pumping  had  to  be  slowed  down, due  to  the  fact 
that  there  was  an  actual  shortage  of  water, and  there  was  a serious 
danger  that  sufficient  water  for  the  needs  of  the  Town  could  not  be 
pumped. 


2. 


H owe ve^  heavy  rain  arrived  just  in  time  to  save  the  situation.  All 
water  xS  Chlorinated. 

During  the  year, an  extension  was  made  to  the  existing 
pumphouse, and  an  additional  engine  and  pump  were  installed.  Owing  to 
the  increased  water  consumpti on , this  was  necessary. in  order  that 
pumping  could  he  continued  when  one  engine  was  out  of  action  for 
decarbonising  or  repairs. 

Three  samples  of  the  Town  Water  were  taken  for  Bacteriological 
Examination, and  the  report  on  each  sample  was  "Highly  Satisfactory". 

Luring  the  year, three  houses  and  the  Church  Ha  11, 72nd  fourteen 
houses  at  Hendcmen , were  connected  to  the  Town  supply.  In  addition, the 
School  was  also  connected  to  the  supply. 

HEW  HOUSES. 


Two  new  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise  during 
the  year, for  occupation  by  agricultural  workers, and  in  respect  of  these, 
the  subsidy  allowed  under  the  provision  of  the  Housing  Act, 1949, was 
granted . 

negotiations  are  still  in  progress  for  the  building  of  the 
twenty  two  Council  Houses, but  at  the  end  of  the  year, no  progress  had 
been  made.  A tender  in  respect  of  the  demolition  of  old  houses  in 
Kerry  Street, and  the  building  of  three  houses  on  the  cleared  site  was 
accepted, and  work  commenced. 

DRAINAGE  AMD  SEWER  AGE  . 

Plans  in  respect  of  a proposed  new  sewage  disposal  plant 
have  now  been  prepared, and  it  is  hoped  that  shortly  all  preliminary 
work  will  be  done  and  enquiries  completed, in  order  that  the  Ministry 
Department  may  be  in  a position  to  consider  this  urgent  matter. 

At  present, and  for  many  years  past, crude  sewage  is  dis- 
charged direct  into  open  ditches, and  this  could  be  a grave  danger  to 
fktelic  Health, apart  from  the  fact  that  it  is  polluting  water  which, 
at  a lower  point, is  used  as  drinking  water  by  an  Attested  Herd  of  Cows. 

CLOSET  ACC  OHM  ODAT I CD  . Pour  more  conversions  from  pail  to  water 

carriage  were  made  during  the  year, and  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
improved  acccmmodati on  at  two  Hotels  in  the  District 

PUBLIC  CLEAHSIHG.  Ho  Public  Cleansing  was  necessary  during  the 

year*  Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  one  instance  wh^re  a case  of 
infectious  disease  had  been  removed  to  Hospital 0 

IDS PE CT I OH  ADD  SUPERVI S I OH  OE  EOOD.  The  County  Agricultural 

ExVcut Tv e Committee,  on  behalf  of" The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries , supervise  methods  of  Milk  Production  and  inspect  Earm  Premises 
concerned  with  this.  So  far  as  distribution  is  concerned, there 

are  no  complaints. 

MEAT  INSPECTION.  The  slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  consumption 

is  still  centralised, and  for  this  area, is  carried  out  at  Hewt own, under 
Government  arrangements.  Shops  and  vans  are  kept  under  supervision, 

and  conditions  during  the  year  were  satisfactory. 
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BAKEHOUSES . The  two  Bakehouses  in  the  area  are  regularly 

inspected, and  conditions  are  satisfactory. 


SCHOOLS  . As  mentioned  under  the  heading  "WATER"  , the  only 

School  in  the  area, has  been  reconstructed  during  the  year, and  water 
closets  have  been  installed, and  washing  facilities  provided.  These 
works  of  improvement  have  brought  the  school  up  to  a satisfactory 
standard. 


SAUITARY  INSPECTION  OE  THE  AREA»  The  District  has  been  regularly 
Inspected, and  any  defects  found, were  remedied. 

DISPOSAL  OE  DOMESTIC  REFUSE.  Dcmestic  refuse  is  collected 
fortnightly, and  tipped  on  a site  about  one  mile  from  the  Town, and 
conditions  are ^ ‘atis fact  ory*  The  tip  is  regularly  v.i  sited  by 

the  Rodent  Operator. 


I am, Sirs, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


(Sd)  Dr. S.J. STEWART 
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